The future During the last half-century the activities of the Union have gradually expanded, despite some temporary fluctuations. The Union has become a truly international organisation and it has been able to influence events in many parts of the world and to provide help and expert guidance when needed. The General Assembly of the Union,* which is held every second year, has become the major international conference for those interested in the control of the venereal diseases and treponematoses. The continuing high prevalence of infections throughout the world, and the expansion of the subject to include the many other sexually transmitted diseases, has increased the need for exchange of information and for discussion between all those working in the field, including doctors, nurses, sociologists, and medical administrators.
Membershipt of the Union provides a unique opportunity to meet, discuss, and collaborate with experts from all parts of the world and to keep up to date with modern trends and developments. 
